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Summary In a polysemous word, multiple reasonable ways to extend the meaning of words are
existed, and the syntactic features of this word is helpful to determine which is the proper
derivative path. Take "nan" (X difficult) as an example. When this word is read in “F level
tone, it means "difficult”, which belongs to the Predicative-Stating Adjective, whose unique
argument is event. When it is read in % going tone, it can express the meaning of X "to fear
to worry" or "to prevent." It is putative derivation from the adjective £ "difficult” to the verb
M "to fear, to worry”. The event argument of the original adjective becomes the object, and the
EXPERIENCER is added to the semantic structure of new word in this derivation. And from the
psychological verb ¥ "to fear, to worry" to the verb % "to prevent," it is causative derivation.
The eXPERIENCER of the original verb is converted to the PATIENT and the AGENT is added to the
new word in this derivation. In Pre-Qin Chinese, "nan + VP" contains three interpretations. This
paper distinguishes the differences between the three homomorphic forms and analyses the
source of them.

Keywords: the phonetic-semantic relation; derivative path; homomorphic forms; "nan" (3 difficult)
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